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| constantly advert to the words, as conclusive 
proof of endless misery, [know not. Charity, 
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DOCTRINE. finally miserable. According to that doctrine, 
those scenes are never blest with one ray of 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. | mercy; all heaven turns in wrath upon the 


EXTRACT OF A SERMON, 


Delivered before the General Convention of U niversal- 


ists, holden at Lebanon, N. H. Sept. 1°19. 
CONCLUDED 


“ The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies 


are over all his works.°?—Psalm xiv. 9. 


We have now sought for the mercy of God 
towards the supposed heirs of endless woe. We 
have sought it in theircreation and in their pre-! 


servation; but in vain. Will it now | 


dearments of society? 


is good or merciful ? 


Nor is the gift of his son, nor the invitations 
of his spirit, according to this same doctrine, 
tess than curses without end to some of man- 


kind! Why should God cause his son to taste 
death for them, when he knew it would do them 
no good; when he foresaw that it would only 
augment their eternal torments? And why 
should he persist in making those spiritual calls, 
which are soon to assume the voice of eternal 
condemnation? It is folly to pretend that he 
expects, by repeating them, to bring those to 
repentance, who, he knows, will be forever im- 
penitent. 
the heirs of eternal misery refuse to yield to 
the calls of God, their obstinacy is their own 
fault. 
fore intimated, this consideration affects only 
the conduct of the creature, not that of the Crea- 
tor. 


ciful towards him, in administering what he 


knows will prove an endless, an unmerciful | this objection is now too generally known, to 
The, physician, who gives medicine, ! render a labored reply necessary. 


course. 
which he knows is to prove fatal through the 
carelessness of the patient, has no prete:sions 
to mercy in so doing, in spite the criminal neg- 
ligence of the victim. 


al comforts, in the gift of his Son, and the calls 
of his spirit; in short, if it denies, as it evidently 
does, the mercy of the Creator towards some, 
in any possible scene on this side the grave, it 
contradicts the great fundamental truth, express- 
ed in our text, and may therefore, be safely 
pronounced unscriptural and false. Its warm- 
est advocates will not ask us to look to scenes 
yeyond the grave, in search of mercy for the 


We may here be told, again, that if 


This we may allow; but as bas been be- | 





| % € said, | protraction of their lives, they gnaw their 
that the Lord is good and merciful toward the Mi. tongues ip anguish, and blaspheme Heaven, 


nt least, when he gives them the comforts of this| that a Saviour had been made to die for them, 
life, the blandishments of fortune, and the en-| 
; But I appeal to you, 
rational and candid hearers, does not the doc- 
trine under consideration, teach that all these 
flattering enjoyments will be brought into the 
condemning account, at that tremendous bar, 
where hope expires and mercy is unknown ?— 
if so, what are they but deceitful poisons, pleas- 
ing indeed for a few short days, but revenging 
the momentary delight with an eternity of mad- 
ness! And can we say, that he who administers 
them in clear view of this their final operation, 


hopeless wretches. ‘Then is put in operation 
alithe vast machinery, which has been so long 
'preparing for their torture. Their. past mo- 
| wentary delights are brought up, to prey on 
| (heir souls, like vultures. ‘The all-seeing God, 
'who through time, had steadily pursued a sys- 
‘tem of conduct towards them, which he knew 
|would all turn out to their eternal pain, sees 
— period arrived, when he is to be gratified 
'with the expected result. And he beholds it. 
They execrate their existence, they bewail the 





and that they had been pursued with so many 
useless, and now tormenting, calls from the 
spirit. Eternity rolls on; but the arm of a vin- 
dictive God tires not; bis wrath is as lasting as 
the throne on which he reigns.. 

We shall soon close the examination of this 
doctrine. You, my hearers. will, I trust, judge 
for yourselves, whether it does not amount to a 
contradiction of our text; whether it does not 
tend to charge God with the want of goodness 
and mercy towards some of his offspring. In 
this examination, you will recollect, we have 
taken the doctrine under“its most plausible form : 
that of free-will, While we have been consid- 
erg and trying it, we have done so, only on 
the supposition of God’s infinite knowledge ; and 
have forborne to add the more disagreeable idea 
of his foreordination or decree. If the doc- 
trine, with ali this advantage, is still incompati- 
ble with universal goodness, it is imposssible to 
render it less so, by any amendment, short of 
denying the foreknowledge of God. 

] am aware, that many sincere christians may 
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does the speaker presume to ask our attention | 
Because man is guilty, it does not neces-! to arguments disproving what the scriptures as- 
sarily follow, that God would be good and mer-| sert ?” 


‘eternity of punishment, than of the eternity of 

If then, the doctrine of endless misery does, ‘the ancient Mosaic rituals. 
in effect, deny that God is good to all, esther in | wnd ever with forever, are, inthe scriptures, ap- 
their creation or preservation, in their tempor- | plied to the ceremonies of the law, to the Jew-: 


ihave conscientious scruples about paying any 


attention to this exammation. They will say, 
* Though it appears ever so conclusive, yet we 
must carefully shut our eyes against it ; for we do 


which believeth all things, must he called on 
to preserve them from the charge of downright 
dissimulation, here ; for surely, it is a diffidult 
task for common sense to admit, that men of in- 

formation can sincerely imagine that these 
words alone, are positive proof of eternity in 

some cases; and in others, none at all. .They 
themselves adopt our mode of reasoning, in 
their controversies with the Jews. “Tell me.” 

says the Jew, “no more about Jesus. | will 

hear none of your presumptuous arguments. — 

The unchangeabie God gave circumcision to 

our Father Abraham, and with his own mouth, 
declared it an everlasting statute, to be obsery- 

ed forever; and your pretended Messiah per- 

mitted his servants to lay it aside. God said 

that Aaron’s priesthood was an everlasting 

priesthood ; and lo, your Saviour attempted to 

supercede it, with his own! He was an impos- 

tor.” The christian refutes this objection, by 

informing the Jew that everlasting and forever 

are no proof of endless continuance, since they 

are applied to the Jewish possession of the land 

of Canaan, which, as he knows, has already 

come toanend. What should we think of this 

Jew, if, after all, he persisted in ‘resorting to 

these words, as postive proof of bis doctrine ? 

And yet, it is certain that he has as good right 

so to do, as have our opposers, If they are 

proof of the endless duration of misery, so are 

they of the same duration of the Jewish dispen- 

sation ; and Christianity is proved to be a mere 

fabrication, an impious denial of God’s ancient 

covenant! You, my christian brethren, will 

be cautious how you urge an objection against 

us, which weakens the foundation on which we 

all stand. 

I close this examination. I commit it, with 

confidence, to your hearts, my brethren of eve- , 
ry denomination. If you are the christians } 

think you, you will not stoop to a contradiction 

of our text, to a rejection of such a truth as that 





know that the scriptures speak of everlusting pun- 
ishment, in so many words ; and of the smoke of 
torment’s ascending up forever and ever ; and! 


But surely, men and brethren, the fallacy of 


What chris- 
tian pretends to believe that every subject, to 
which those indefinite words are applied, is end- 
less? They are certainly no more proof of the 


Everlasting, forever 





' 


‘ . ‘ 
ish possession of the land of Canaan, to the, 


mountains and hills ; in short, to such things as, 
all christians believe temporal, about seventy | 
times ; and but about a dozen times to the idea! 
suffering, in all the bible ! 


of God’s goodness to all, merely for the sake of 
cherishing a tenet, which no one can receive 
without pain, and which we all pray may prove 
untrue, For eighteen hundred years, have the 
prayers of all saints arisen, like a great cloud of 
incense before the altar, entreating God to 
save the world. The truth of our text is a 
pledge, that he will not despise these prayers,, 
which his own spirit dictated, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


Rane 
INCONSISTENCY. 

There seems no greater inconsistency to which frail 
mortals ave incident, than their tenacity in defending 
their characters against fhe abuse of others, and their 
entire devyotedness to ruin and bring themselves inte 
contempt, by their own conduct. The particular we 
have, this moment, in view, is the case of intemperance. 
Who, either male or female, could endure abuse from 


If this objection had | their neighbour, which should half equal what too ma- 


any force, what an overwhelming proof should | ny of both sexes inflict on themselves by an immoder- 
we have, of the endless duration of those tem-| ate use of ardent spirits! Dear children of our merei- 


poral objects ! 
With what sincerity ovr public teachers so 





ful Father, why will you, in violation of his goodness and 
commands destroy yourselves? 


B. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


“If ye die in your sins, whitherI go, ye cannot come.” 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 
Rev. Sirn,—After all the noise that has been made 


about the above passage, is it not wonderful that it is 
not to be found in the bible? Yet such is the fact. 


And in announcing this to the public, we have the bap- , 


piness of reflecting that the information will be wel- 


come to every heart, except such as fee] more regard | 
for their particular tenets, however shocking, than for, 


thelr fellow creatures. 

Permit me, sir, to lay a plain statement of this sub- 
ject before your readers. 

There is a passage in St. John’s gospel, that resem- 
bles this noted, spurious text in some particulars, anc 
in others does not, as every reader will see, by com- 
paring the two: See John viii. 21, “* Then said Jesus 
again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seck me, 


and shall die in your sins; whither I go, ye cannot) should his heart beat, and how grateful should he be to; 
come.—* If ye die in your sins, whither I go, ye can-| his heavenly Father, when he reflects on the origin of 


not come.’ Here is not only an addition and variation 
in the words, but in the sense also. For the counter- 
feit passage would intimate that if they did nof die in 
their sins, they could come whither he was going ; that 
is, it would make their inability to come, depend en- 
tirely on the fact of their dying in their sins. But 
(hrist does not intimate this idea. Moreover, it would 
plainly imply that this inability was confined to such 
only as die in their sins. But this was not the case. 
It is certain that those who did not die in their sins, 
could no more come whither Christ was going, (in the 
-ense jn which he used this phrase) than those who did ; 
tor he tells bis disciples, ** Yet a little while, 1 am with 
you. Yeshallseek me; and as I said unto the Jews, 
whither I go, ye cannot come, so now | say to you.” 
See John vill. 33. Now, let the reader turn his eye on 
Christ’s words to the Jews, and he will see none of the 
foregoing intimations. He told them, that they should 
die in their sins; and asserted, unconditionally, that 
they could not come whither he was going ; but did he 
give a single hint that they were unable on account of 
their dying in sin? In short, did he not extend the 
same inability to his own disciples ? 
What would the reader think of my conduct, should 
1 take the liberty, which others have indulged, of 
changing Christ’s words and meaning and so make such 
a text as this: ‘Jf ye seek me, ye shall die in your 
sins?? Now, continue I, it is evident, from this text, 
that all who seek Christ, shall die in their sins; and 
none others! Yet the reader sees it would be but a pa- 
rallel case with that we bave exposed. 
Is it possible now, sir, for a reader to avoid per- 
ceiving that the genuine words of Christ do no more 
imply the endless rejection of the Jews, than that of 
‘le disciples? It may, indeed, appear mysterious, at 
arst, that Christ should affirm that neither the Jews nor 
kis disciples could come where he went. But I be- 
eve this mystery will be explained by bringing to view 
ihe circumstances, which called forth the declaration. 
lhe Jews were secking to take Christ, in order to kill 
lim; and the 7th and 8th chapters (the connexion in 
which that declaration stands) are devoted to an ac- 
count of the events and conversation which took place. 
On such an occasion, it would be very natural for 
Christ to remind them that their time was short ; that 
be should soon go beyond the reach of their murderous 
attempts, where they could not come to molest him. 
‘This is the sentiment which naturally springs from his 
words, when connected with the existing circumstan- 
ces. Itis peculiarly affecting to imagine a fated vic- 
tim, whose life has been hunted from place to place, 
iurning to his deadly pursuers, and in the accent of in- 
jured innocence, reminding them that he is fast hasten- 
‘og to that rest where the wicked cease from troubling. 


- —* 


| 1t isthe eloquence of a bleeding heart! Now, again, 
‘imagine him addressing his children, the sharers of his 
‘woe; and to prepare their minds to treasure up his 
| last commands and directions, he informs them he shall 
be with them but alittle while; and then they cannot 
| come to him as they do now. On such an occasion, 
)who would not see that this address was intended to 
awaken their attention to the few instructions he was 
yet to give them, as his dying words? And it is wor- 
thy of remark, that when Christ had thus addressed his 
disciples, he immediately added, ** A new command- 
ment | give unto you, &c.” 

On the whole, 1 cannot but think, sir, that your 
readers will find our subject perfectly plain and famil- 
iar. Yours in the gospel of truth. ns 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


REFLECTIONS ON A SABBATH MORNING. 
Waart grateful recolleetions should this day excite 
,in the mind of a Christian! With what ectatic joys 





| this glorious day. Near two thousand years have roll- 
ed away since this day was directed to the worship of 
our blessed Saviour, and the commemoration of his tri- 
/umphant resurrection from the dead. This event 
| should always be impressed on the christian’s mind, and 
be a constant theme of meditation and delight; but on 
| this day he should, in a very particular and impressive 
manner, dwell upon it, and his mind will be inspired 
with the most delightful emotions. 

What pleasing sensations must be excited in the 
mind of the christian, when he reflects, that millions all 
over the world have retired from the labors of life, to 
praise and adore their Saviour God. Millions are now 
bowing before the throne of grace, rendering the grate- 
ful tribute of homage and of praise to their great Re- 
deemer for his great mercies, both temporal and spirit- 
ual. Methinks I now hear the grateful song of praise, 
echoing from earth to Heaven, from the voices of in- 
numerable hosts, Oh heavenly and delightful fancy! 
What ectatic anticipations do you raise in my soul !— 
It reminds me of that great and glorious day, when in 
the presence of ous gracious Saviour, all creation shall 
join in one universal song of joy and praise. When I 
shall hear every creature who is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
and all that are in them crying, Blessing, and honor, 
and glory, and power he unto him that sitteth on the 
throne and unto the Lamb forever andever. O heav- 
enly, holy thought! It raises my affections above all 
earthly things, and fills my mind with the sweetest 
pleasure. Canany thing on earth inspire such joyous 
sensations as religion? Ah! no. All else compared 
with it, dwindles into insignificance, and can give no 
lasting pleasure to the mind. Religion raises the soul 
above all sublumary things, and gives a foretaste of 
heaven. A man who has this to conscle him, however 
deplorable his situation in life may be, can never be 
wholly miserable. As the vapours disappear, when the 
sun bursts through the clouds which have concealed 
him, so will a christian’s troubles vanish before the all- 
powerful and vivifying rays of religioy. 

Although, the joy and consolation which flow from 
religion are indeed great and numerous, yet we cannot 
in this state of being enjoy pure and unsullied bliss ; 
the pleasure which | have derived from these contem- 
plations are greatly diminished, by the reflection that 
intrudes upon my mind, that even of those who assem- 
ble to worship their Creator, few are acquainted with 
his glorious and divine character. How many are now 
uttering sentiments under the garb of religion, which 
are disgraceful to the character of our God? How 
many are describing Him as a being who delights in the 
miseries of his creatures? How many, with ail the 
force of eloquence are describing the miseries of the 
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damned, in which number, they include the greater 
part of mankind. My mind is shocked when I reflect 
on the diabolical attributes, which are aseribed to that 
Being who is all mercy and goodness, and ‘* whose ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.” How few alas! 
are now describing our heavenly Father as he really is 
—a God of love—How few are dwelling with rapture 
on the salvation of all mankind—How few are rejoic- 
ing that every creature will be emancipated from the 
galling chains of ignorance and vice ; and that they 
will be clothed in the garments of righteousness and sal- 
vation. But thanks to the holy name of our blessed 
Saviour, the time is coming when all mankind shall 
unite in hymning his praises, before the throne of 
grace. Oh! may that happy period soon arrive. 

‘** Fly swiftly round ye wheels of time 

** And bring the welcome day.” 

New-York, 91h April, 1820. 
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TO “ PHILOLOGUS,” 

Dear Srr—That I may be as concise as possible, } 
shall begin my reply to what you have written on Ro- 
mans v. 18, directly on the subject on which you have 
differed from what was argued in the letter to the Rer. 
Brown EMERSON. 

You think that by al/ men, in this passage, the A- 
postle meant only such as were ‘* justified by faith and 
had peace with God—who rejoiced in hope of the glo- 
ry of God—who gloried in tribulation—in whose hearts 
the love of God was shed abroad—who were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son, and who joyed in 
God.” I think that, by all men in this text, the Apos- 
tle meant the whole human family. Having thus stat- 
ed our different views, [ will proceed to give you such 
reasons for my belief as satisfy me, and likewise endea- 
vor to show why I do not consider your very candid ar- 
guments on this subject altogether satisfactory, to my 
mind. 

Look, dear sir, at what you ** call the more immed- 
iate context.” Verse Ist. ** Therefore, being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”?> To this passage you look to ascertaiu 
the all men of whom the apostle speaks in the 18th ver. 
But you will permit me to connect with this Ist verse 
of the 5th chapter, the last verse of the 4th. They 
read as follows ; ‘* Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again for our justification. ‘Therefore, 
being justified by faith we have peace with God, thro’ 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Now, dear sir, do you sup- 
pose that the apostle meant that Christ Jesus was de- 
livered for the offences of none but believers, and that 
he rose again for the justification of none but éfievers ? 
Was St. Paul and those to whom he wrote this epistle 
believers in Jesus at the time he died for their offences 
and rose again for their justification? This you will 
not pretend. Who then did Jesus die for? and for 
whose justification did he rise from the dead? See the 
answer in this author’s Ist epistle to Timothy 2d chap- 
ter, 6 first verses. ‘*I exhort, therefore, that first of 
all, supplications, prayers, intercession, and the giving 
of thanks be made for all men; for kings and for alk 
that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty ; for this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 
who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, 
and one Mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all to be 
testified indue time.’? Will you contend, that the A- 
postle is here speaking of none but believers in Jesus, 
when he uses the words, ** All men?” Certainly you 
will not. Then it is plain that he meant to be onder- 
stood, by ali men, the whole family of mankind. You 
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will at once perceive that this passage in Timothy pro- 
perly unites with this in the last of the 4th of Romans ; 
and that they both together, go to prove that Jesus was 
delivered for the offences of all men, and that he rose 
from the dead for the justification of all men, without 
exception. 

But you contend, that the apostle lays it down, that 
we are “* justified by faith.’ Let this be allowed, but 
let it be understood. Who, my dear sir, will undertake 
to reconcile the testimony of St. Paul on this subject, 
if by faith he means our believing 2 
was raised again for our justification. Now if we are 
not justified by the resurrection of Christ, then this re- 
tribution does not answer its purpose. But you will 
say again, the apostle speaks of being justified by faith. 
So he does, but by fai/h he means the same thing as he 
does by Christ’s being delivered for our offences, and 


raised again for our justification. By faith, in this 


He says that Jesus | 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life? Here permit 
me to remind you, that you are bound, by your own 
rule in understanding the scripture, to acknowledge 
that the words all men in these two verses mean the 
same. The apostle says ; ‘* Death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned.» Here you allow that the 
apostle speaks of all men without exception, and there- 
fore you must allow that he means all without excep- 
tion, in the 18th ver. which is naturally connected with 
the 12th; and you will very casily perceive that by all 
men in this place he meant the same as in chap. 3, ver. 
19 and 235, 24; ** Now we know, that what things soev- 
er the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law; 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world 
become guilty before God—For all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God; being justified freely 
by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 


place, he means the same as in chapter 3d, verse 3d, } Jesus.” 


**For what if some did not believe ? Shall their unbe- | 


lief make the faith of God without effect?” This faith 
of God is his covenant of promise in Jesus Christ. See 
Gal. ii. 8, ** And the scriptures foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith, preached be- 
fore the gospel unto Abraham saying, in thee shall all 
nations be blessed.’’ Blessed with what? Answer, 
with justification through faith. Through what faith? 
Answer, through the faith of God, or what is the same, 
the covenant, or promise of God. 
this accomplished? See Acts xiii. 32, 33, ** And we 
declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers, God Wath fulfilled 
the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised 
up Jesus again.”? When Jesus rose from the dead for 
our justification, he rose as “* the first born of every 
creature—The first fruits of them that slept. 
the first fruits be holy, the lump is also holy.”? This, sir, 
is what appears to me to be St. Paul’s doctrine con- 
cerning our justification through Christ. And if this 
doctrine be not correct, | know not whatwe are called 
on to believe. Our belief certainly cannot create its 
ewn object. Therefore, if Christ is nothing to me un- 
til | believe in him, he is nothing to me after | believe. 
But if he died for me, if he was delivered for my offen- 
ces, if he gave himself a ransom for me ; and if he rose 
from the dead for my justification ; if he is my first 
fruits, if he is my first born, then am I justified in him, 
ransomed in him, and in him! am holy. But if this be 
not true then all christians’ faith is vain and we are 
im our sims. 

Now look at the words which precede those which 
i have quoted from the last of the 4th chap. and care- 
fully connect them. ‘* Now, it was not written for his 
sake alone that it was imputed to him ; but for us also, 
to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on him that 
yaised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.” Here you 
will contend that all depends on our believing; but 
you should consider that the very next words are true 
before we believe, or there would be nothing for us to 
believe ; ‘* Who was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification.” But there is a sense 
in which the believer is justified in consequence of be- 
lieving, which is a justification in his own understand- 
ing and conscience. It was just as true, in the cove- 
nant of promise, that Abraham should be the heir of 
the world, and that all nations should be blessed in him, 
before God made it known to him, as it was aiter he 
had received the promise, believed in it and received 
the sign of circumcision as the seal of his faith. 

Be so good now as to take the passage in dispute in 
its natural connexion, and you will at once discover 
your mistake. See verse 12, but observe that what in- 
t&rvenes between the 12th and the 18th is a parenthe- 
sis—therefore, read the 12th and the 18th in connexion, 
** Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for all have sinned ;* ** Therefore, as by the offence of 
one judgment came upon all mea unto condemnation ; 


When and how was} 


And if 


You will not fault me if I read a passage or two ac- 
cordingly as you understand the apostle tomean. Now 
we know, that what things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law, that the mouths of all 
who are justified by faith, and have peace with God— 
who rejoice in hope of the glory of God—who glory in 
tribulation—in whose hearts the love of God is shed a- 
broad—who are reconciled to God by the death of his 
son, and who joy in God, may be stopped, and that 
they may all become guilty before God.—For all who 
are justified by faith, and have peace with God, who 


rejoice in hope of the glory of God,—who glory in tri-| 
| bulation—in whose hearts the love of God is shed abroad 


—who are reconciled to God by the death of his son, 
and who joy in God, have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. Wherefore, as by one man, sin en- 
tered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death 
passed upon all, who are justified by faith, and have 
peace with God—who rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God—who glory in tribulation—in whose hearts the 
love of God is shed abroad—who are reconciled to God 
by the death of his son—and who Joy in God, for that 
all have sinned. Therefore, as by the offence of one 
judgment came upon all who are justified by faith and 
have peace with God—who rejoiee in the hope of the 
glory of God—who glory in tribulation—in whose hearts 
the love of God is shed abroad—who are reconciled to 
God by the death of his son—and who joy in God unto 
condemnation ; even so by the righteousness of one the 
free gift came upon all who are justified by faith and 
have peace with God—who rejeice in hope of the glo- 
ry of God—who glory in tribulation—in whose hearts 
the love of God is shed abroad—who are reconciled to 
God by the death of his son—and who joy in God, un- 
to justification of life. 

However forced and unnatural this reading may ap- 
pear, I humbly conceive that it is fully justified by your 
exposition of the subject in debate. 

You are careful to remind me that it is those who 
believe in JesusChrist that are justified. This I grant,dear 
sir, and | grant that they are justified in a sense in which 
the unbeliever is not justified; but you will perceive 
the ground I have taken, and which I think is well sup- 
ported, maintains that there is an infinitely important 
sense in which al] men, even before they believe in Je- 
sus, are justified by the rasurrection of him, who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our 
justification. And this is the sense in which the apos- 
tle speaks in the text now in dispute. 

You are particular in directing me to the following 
words; chap. 3, ver. 22, ‘*Even the righteousness of 
God, which is by faith of Josus Christ unto all and upon 
all them that believe; for there is no difference.”’ Af- 
ter quoting this, you remark; ‘* Observe again, that it 
is indeed unto all, and upon all; but not all mankind 
as you assert, but, unéo all, and upon all them thai be- 
In reply. permit me to ask what the apostle 
Surely 


lieve.” 
means by saying, ‘ for there is no difference’? 
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idea of two classes or parties is not in some sense in- 
volved. No difference between who? Answer, be- 
tween two classes which are evidently held up to view; 
viz. Ist. All mankind, as comprehended in the 19th ver. 
in the following words; ** that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God.” And 2d. Those, who from this first class are 
brought to believe the truth as it is in Jesus, These 
are the two classes ; and the words of the text you re- 
cite, show very plainly that this was the apostle’s mean- 
ing. Unto all, that is unto all the world, and upon all 
them that believe; that is, it is to believers in a special 
sense, in which it is not to unbelievers; but in one 
sense, in the first and great sense there is no difference. 
Why? The next words show. ‘ For all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God.”’ In what sense 
is there no difference? Answer, ** all are justified freely 
by bis grace, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus.” 

Entertaining a hope, that these suggestions may serve 
to give you an understanding of my views of this great 
subject; I must take the liberty to suggest to you one 
material fault that | seein your communication. It is 
your entire silence on the subject of the common use 
of the words all men in the writings of St. Paul. If you 
believe that the apostle used the words all men in the 
text under consideration, meaning none but believers 
in Jesus, you should naturally suppose that the same 
writer would call believers ali men in other passages 
of his epistles. If you had quoted from bis writings a 
few only of such passages, and if you had shown that 
they were parallel passages with this in the 5th of Ro- 
mans, there would have been a weight in your argu- 
ments, of which they now being entirely destitute, are 
equally unconvincing. 

The questions which you propose at the conclusion 
of your communication will be noticed at a future op- 
portunity. Yours most sincerely. EDITOR, 





———S 


TO JOHN REED, Esa. 

Sin,— We have received your communication, dated 
‘* Bellville Post-Office, (Penn.) March 2Ist ;” in reply 
to our remarks on a former communication published 
in the 32d No. of the Magazine ; but feel under the ne- 
cessity of declining it a place in the Magazine, for the 
two following reagons, viz. 

1. The stile of the communication being so very con- 
trary to the spirit of christianity, that even yourself 
acknowledge, that you are ashamed of it, we think its 
publication would disserve the cause of religion and 
morality to the interest of which we wish to devote our 
columns. 

2. As it isa manifest violence on the very best au- 
thorities, and at the same time totally destitute of any 
thing like candid argument, to publish it and to at- 
tempt a reply, would be like an attempt to beat the 
air. A man who will, being ignorant, condemn the 
learned Parkhurst, as to language; the learned Dr. 
Priestley and Mr. Robinson as bistorians, may honestly 
think that religion and morals depend on believing the’ 
unmerci/ul doctrine of John Calvin, but be is not to be 
refuted, 


To Correspondents, 

The communications of ** T.” in reply to “ Retry,” 
and ** BenEvorvus” in reply to ** PaitaLocus,” were 
received too late for this day’s. Magazine—they shall, 
with several] others on file, be inserted in our next. 
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MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Mr, Al.. 
fred Curtis, mer. to Miss Ann Curtis. 
By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. James Ingalls to Mies 
MaryB.Spear. Mr.Cha’s Pitts,to MissLucindaCondon. 
By.the Rev. Mr. Hoyt, Mr. Joseph Harris of Chelsea. 
to Miss Mary Shillaber. 
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DIED, 


this form of expression is never justly used where the In Amherst, 21th ult. Dea. Dlilalv Eistmany a eh 4%. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 











“oer 


A PARAPHRASE OF THE XCVIta PSALM. 


YE realms below the skies, 

Your Maker's praises sing ; 

Let boundless honors rise, 

To heav’n’s eternal King. 
O, bless his name, whose love extends 
Salvation, to the world’s far ends. 


Give glory to the Lord, 
Ye kindreds of the earth; 
His sovereign power record, 
And shew his wonders forth, 
Tifl cvery heart adores his name, 
And heathen tongues his grace proclaim. 


The Lord unrivall’d reigns; 

He spread the heav’ns abroad, 

His hand the world sustains ;— 

O, fear th’ Almighty God! 
O, praise and fear th’ eternal Might, 
Which call’d the world from ancient night. 


*Tis He, the mountains crowns 
With forests waving wide ; 
*Tis He old ocean bounds, 
And heaves her roaring tide ; 
He swells the tempests on the main, 
Or breathes the zephyr o’er the plain. 


Still let the waters roar, 

As round the earth they roll ; 

His praise, forevermore 

They sound, from pole to pole. 
*Tis Nature’s wild unconscious song 
O’er thousand waves, that floats along. 


His praise, ye worlds on high, 
Display, with all your spheres , 
Amid the darksome sky, 
When silent night appears. 

O, let his works declare his name, 


Through all the universal frame. _ 














FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
wun 

Mr. Eprror,—Permit one who is a stranger to yon, 
to state for your consideration, some observations by a 
Clergyman in one of your neighbouring towns, against 
some of the arguments in favour of the salvation of all 
men. 

6 A prudent man foreseeth the evil and hideth him- 
self, but the simple pass on and are punished.” 

Proverbs xxii. 3. 

ArtER labouring sometime to establish his delightful 
tenet of eternal punishment, he adds, ‘* many are the 
arguments contended forin favour of the salvation of 
all men, ouly a few of which, I shall notice.” 

Ist. ** It is contended, that it is inconsistent with the 
benevolence of the Almighty, to punish a simner eter- 
nally for his sins, and if he did, he would not be a mer- 
ciful God,” then adds, ‘who has known the mind of 
the Lord, or who has b«en his counsellor. Nay, but O 
man, who art thou that repliest against God. The be- 
hevolence of the Almighty does not consist wholly in 
his mercy, but in all his attributes ; and as much in the 
punishment of an incorrigidle sinner, as in the salvation 
of another; and no one can tell, what good may arise 
from the punishment of some, as he does it all for bis 
own glory, and the universal good; and that a God 
all mercy is a God unjust.’ 

Now I would ask, is not justice and mercy both at- 
tributes of the Almighty, and as they both come from 
the fountain head of all good, must they not both aim 
at one thing; and if God’s mercy can save one sinner 
from misery, sin, and death, and yet be just, why not 


the whole human family. 

2d. ‘It is contended that God will have all men to 
be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth, and 
that Christ gave himself a ransom for all,’’ and instead 
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| of saying this was to be testified in due time, he con- 
‘nected with it, ‘ faith and repentance,’ and said ‘ this 


is his revealed will, not his deterauined will.’ 

O, how can man dare discriminate between God's re- 
vealed will and his determined will, except they have 
known the mind the Lord, or have been his counsellor, 
as it charges the Almighty with deep hypocrisy. O 
good and most merciful God take these strong delusions 
from them that their condemnation may cease, that 
they may behold the wisdom which is from above, which 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreat- 
ed, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy. 

3d. ** Therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviou: 
of all men, specially those that believe’’—‘ this passage’ 
he observed, ‘would bear to be rendered creator or 
preserver of all men.’ This al] may grant, and yet not 
hinder him from being the Saviour of all men. 

4th. **In the 5th chap. Rom. is another argument 
contended for in favour of the salvation of all men; 
‘as by the offence of one judgment caine came upon 
all men to condemnation, even so by the righteousness 
of one, the free gift came upon al] to justification of 
life.’ This he observed, when taken in view with the 
general ter or of the apostle’s writings, would amount to 
nothing moe than this; as by the offence of one judg- 
ment came upon ail, &c. even so by the righteousness 
of one the free gift came upon some to the justification 
of life.” 

Now what right had the preacher to limit the word 
all in one place any more than in another. But per- 
haps some may say, he *“‘hath known the mind of the 
Lord,” or **hath been his counsellor.’ Then why 
does he say, that ** none can come to me except the 
father draw him,”’ which are the words of Christ, then 
afterwards say, this life is man’s probationary state, 
and offer free salvation to al] men in the strongest sense 
of the word, unless he believes that all will be drawn 
to Christ. As I cannot reconcile this to my own mind, 
I know I cannot to the readers, so I will leave it for 
them to settle with the preacher. 

5th. *“* The Ist Cor. xv. 34, is another—‘ Then com- 
eth the end, when he shall have given up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father ; when he shall have put down 
al] rule, and all] authority and power.’ Ver 25; * For 
he must reign till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet.” Ver. 26; * The last enemy which shall be de- 
stroyed is death.’ ‘These he observed, ‘* were strong 
arguments, they presumed, but this was not the second 
death, it was only when al] should be raised from the 
grave, and the final decision made ; when he was to 
give up his mediatorial office, and this so far from bemg 
in fayour was against them, as it would leave the sin- 
ver without an advocate to plead in their behalf.” 

Thus we see, that the second death is not an enemy 
but a friend, as it holds those fast who had got beyond 
amendment in consideration of the first argument ; and 
when Christ shall resign the kingdom to God, even the 
Father, and asks, ‘O death where is thy sting,’ instead 
of seeing of the travail of his sou] and be satisfied, the 
grim monster will answer, I have got it yet, and mean 
to retain it until time shall be no more. 

6th. ** Again there will be degrees of rewards and 
punishments ; for ‘ Behold I come quickly, and my re- 
ward is with me, and I will give to every man accord- 
ing to his works.” 

The man who preached this, holds to infinite sin ; 
now if one sin is not infinite, all that ever was commit- 
ted is not; and if one sin deserves infinite punishment, 
all that ever was committed cannot receive any more. 


7th. ** Supposeall men should be brought to believe in 
the salvation of all, what would be the state of society ; 
the world would be full of murder, theft and rapine, as 
it tends to licentiousness ; but such it was of old, there 
was in the days of the apostles, some who turned the 
grace of God into lasciviousness,” [and ever will be as 
long as man believes in the partial creeds of a taan who 
would have another burnt for differing from his opinion. ] 
He adds, ** Go to your state prisons, and you will find 
that those who are there, were of this belief.” 


Thus he endeavoured to cast a stigma on the charac-! 


ter of all who believe, ‘* that the Lord is good unto all, 
and that his tender mercies are over all his works,’’ but 








may the Lord open his eyes to behold those errots, and 
learn him to love his neighbour as himself, 

He says, *‘ The serpent preached the same doctrine 
to Eve in the garden; Thou shalt not surely die.” But 
which is the most like the serpent’s doctrine, for a man 
to preach those who are regenerated were predestinated 
from the foundation of the world, and if they sin 
there is no condemnation for them, for they have an 
advocate with the Father, and that they will be pun- 
ished for their own profit; but those who are not pre- 
destinated must be punished eternally, or for to preach 
that Christ will fulfil his mission; will make an end of 
sin, and finish transgression, and that God will recon- 
cile all to himself by the blood of Christ. 

Again he says, ‘* The scriptures every where speak 
of two characters, and two places to go to when ther 
die; that there is no alteration in the grave; but the 
As for different cha- 
racters, the scriptures does every where speak about, 
and our daily experience teaches us the same; but aé 


sinner will increase in his guilt.” 


for two places to go to when we die literally, I very 
much doubt; but granting aii this, and our preacher 
says, there is no alteration after death ; but he, the 
sinner will increase in his guilt; now both these we 
cannot admit; but if they cau increase, why not de- 
crease. 

Now it eppears to me, that some of our preacher's 
words are contradictory ; but perhaps they are the mys- 
teries there is in religion, and if so, [ think he ought to 
do the public the justice to explain them. 

I shall forbear to sign my name at present, which 1 
hope will give no offence, as by the stile you may see 
it is from one who is very illiterate. 

JM. d, 1820. 
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FOR THE SIAGAZINE. 
ren 

THERB are some few persous in this part of the Lord’s 
vineyard, that professes to believe in, and desire the 
fulfilment of the scriptures: And likewise express a 
warm desire for the salvation of allmen. But they 
cannot believe that the doctrine of Universal Salvation, 
is proveable by Revelation. Ask them the following 
questions. Do you believe that the doctrine of future 
endless punishment of any of God’s rational creatures, 
is a doctrine taught in the scriptures? And they will 
answer yes. Ask them if they really desire, that the 
scriptures may be fulfilled, and they will answer yes— 
Go still further and ask them do you sincerely desire 
the salvation of every son and daughter of Adam? And 
they will without hesitation, answer Yes.—Now this 
difficulty presents itself to my mind; how this people 
can desire the fulfilment of the scriptures according to 
their belief of them; and at the same time desire the 
salvation of all men. 

It is my desire, that some person, who has made the 
bible his study, will undertake to relieve my mind, from 
what appears so inconsistent, as does the answers to 
the aforementioned questions—and by so doing, will 
confer a favor that will be generously acknowledged 
by a serious INQUIRER, 

Amenia, N. Y, April 10. 


FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short his- 
tory of the Author’s Life.—By Sumon Dutro n, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 
and CommonSense.—Price 25 cents. 

The Cuin’s Scrirturar Carecnism, by the Rey. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and $ cents singl® 
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